VOTES axo PROCEEDINGS, Novemssr i78s  iof

éion smong all denominatibps of chri.ﬁian.s, without pl:-chl‘Cl]C:p or qiﬁin&ion, .as_is fet forth in

the refolutions prefixed, which contain principles to univerfally received, that it ganoot be
they will mect with a dxlTentiqg voice among mankind, if coaﬁ,gcrcd by themf{clves, with®

out any other vicw, than as conducive to the general happinefs of fociety. o

That religion hzth the moft powerful mﬂuqxcc upon manners, and hath been more or lefs in-
terwoven with the very frame and texture of every civil govetnment upon earth, needs but little

oof. . . ‘- : ' ) o

The favages of the wildernefls around us can bear teﬁlmony to this truth ; and the ancient
Romans, the wifeft and the greatelt of the nations, unenlightened by xmrpcdntc tevelation, owed
more of their grandeur to their religious inflitutions, than either to their fRrength or ftratagem.
Religion petvaded their whole fyftzm of laws ; its precepts regulated their condudt in peace and
war; and if at any time, in the dire extremity of affairs, the fafety of th,c.commonv_vcalzh, their
fupreme law, required the leaft deviatjon from the laws of religion, yer ftill they paid a frilt re-

ard to irs external fanctions znd appearances, and threw a veil over the ftatues of their gods, te
perfuade the people, that the ﬁ'_ods did either not fee, or (for that time) would condive or dif-

. penfe with the great and neceilary, although (otherwifx) facrilegious, adtion ! . .

If we come to revelafion, the government of the Jews under the Qld Teftament was wholly
a theocracy, or government of 1éligion, infticuted by God himfelf as their fupreme lawgiver ;
and their empire was great and flourithing, or miferable and deprefled, as they odeyed or forfook
his holy laws. And as to the New Teftament, where fhall we find a {yftem of religion which
conducés fo effeGually to the good order, peace and happinefls of fociety, zs the religion of
Chrift? Whatfoever things are houeft, pure, lovely, and of good report, are enforced by i,
under the facred (anction of everlafting fewards and ‘punifhments,

If we come to our own fituation in America, and recal to memory ths many arduous contefts
of the late war, while we wers laying the foundations of our prefent liberty and happinefs ; re-
ligion, both in belief and praclice, was confidered 25 car principal fupport and ftay. How fre-
quent were our appeals to Heaven for the jaftice of our caufe ? How many our days of fafting
and prayer, -to imylore the Divine protefticn on the fuccefs of our grms ! Agd how many our
days of thankfgiving for merciss received ! By all which, religion was, at leaft, acknowledged
in our national councils, as heving the moft powerful influence on the minds of men, in order

- to lead them to a fenfe of duty, and the faithful difcharge of it as good citizens.

“The right 2nd duty of the legiflative or {upreme power to interpofe in matters of religion, fo
far as concerns the general peace and welfare of the community, and ““to make fuitable provi=
fion, at the public expence, for the infltitution of the public worthip of God,” are fuilly acknow-

=0 .,
-

ledged and recognifed under the Ameticah revolition., =

By the conflicution of this ftate, no man can hold any office of profit or truft, without pro.
fefling and declaring *¢ his belief in the chriftian religion.” Government can have no confidence
in that man who is under no religious tie, and who believes neither Heaven nor hell, or, ia
other words, a futire %dte of rewards and punifhments. What the celebrited commentator on

_the law, of England delivers on this fubje&, deterves the moft ferious atténtios.

“ The prefervation of chriftianity, as a national religion, is (abftra&ted from its own intrinfic
truth) of the utmoft conlequente to the civil ftate, which a fingle inftance will fufficiently de-
monftrate.  The belief of a future ftate of rewards and punifhments, the entertaining juft ideas
of the moral attributes of the Supreme Being, and a irm perfuafion that he fuperiatendsy and
will finally compen(ate, every action of human life, (all which are clearly revealed in the doc-
trines, and forcibly inculcated by the precepts, of our Saviour Chrift), are the grand foundation
of all judicial oaths, which call God to witnefs the truth of thofe fa&s, which perhaps may be
only known to him and the party attefting ; all moral evidence, therefore, all confidence in hu-
man veracity, muft be weakened by irreligion, and overthrown by irfidelity.”

. Upon the wholé, fince religion has fuch an intimate connexion with government, and is fo
conducive to the happinels of mankind in this world, as well as their beft preparation for the
Rappinefs of the world to come, we cannot but confider it as the indifpenfable duty of every
wife and virtuous legiflsture, to make the moft carly and permanent provifion for the adminifra-
“tiorf and fupport of both. ' _ ,

We have now ftated the principles of the bill, and our motives for bringing it before you et
this time. The {ubje&t is of the utmoft magnitude, and it is your duty to weigh it with the
greateft deliberation and temper. It requires no depth of learning, nor any other exertion than
that of 2 cummon underftanding, lové to your country, and chriftian fortezrance, one with
another, ’ T ‘ : :

In confidering it therefore you will remember, that in religion, as well a5 government, the
labourer is worthy of his hirc ; that the minifters of the gofpel among ui, for the future, muft
chiefly Be our own natives ; that their profeflian will dep.ive them, for the moft par:y of amy
other means of geeting a livelihood, or providing for their families ; that they ought to be en-
fh!;d with confiierable learning and knowledge to be refpe@able and ufeful in their facred.call-
g ; and that without a competent fupport in profpe&, few men will put themfelves to the ed-
pence of a liberal education for the miniftry’; and the difcharge of its facred fun&ions will be
lﬁf{ chiefly to thofe, whofe ignorance would render thgm improper even to be entrufted with any
of our worldly affairs. . E ,
. Objetions will probably be made to the propofed mode of {upporting the miniftry. It may be

'g,;t”*'poll tax, and yielding partia}ifavours, to raife one denomination of chriftians above
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